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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 07 
August 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 07 August 2009 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

a. Applicant argues on pp. 5-6 that the combination of Hiraga and Bengtsson fails to 
teach that the damper member has greater flexibility in a stamping force direction than 
the exposed second print face. The examiner disagrees. The definition of "flexibility" is 
less than precise, particularly when discussing degrees of flexibility. This is because 
flexibility of an object depends upon not only material properties, but also geometry. In 
the case of the combination of Hiraga and Bengtsson, it appears that the damper 
member does have greater flexibility than the second print face. Bengtsson warns 
against using excessive pressure when creating a stamp (col. 4, lines 24-26). This 
would lead one having ordinary skill in the art to attempt to limit the amount of pressure 
that could be placed on the second print face. A likely result of this would be to match 
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the second print face of Bengtsson and the unlabeled frame member of Hiraga which 
holds the print face such that the frame member limits the amount of compression of the 
second print face. In this way, one could ensure that the amount of pressure on the 
second print face would never be too large so as to result in blurred prints. This would 
also allow one having ordinary skill in the art to better estimate how much ink is 
dispensed during each impression of the second print face. 

With the amount of compression of the second print face limited by its enveloping 
frame member, one must then ensure that the pressure on the first print face is not so 
large as to cause blurring. In Hiraga, this pressure appears to be controlled by the 
distance the upper frame 1 can mover toward the unlabeled frame member holding the 
second print face. Assuming that, for example, the first and second printing faces are 
constructed from similar material, one can see that the damper member must allow the 
first print face to move a great distance before becoming flush with the second print 
face. Then, the two print faces together must move a similar distance so as to create a 
clear impression on the substrate. 

Given that the damper member controls the movement of the first print face, one 
can say that the damper member must have greater flexibility than the second print 
face. That is, the damper member must compress a greater distance than the second 
print face to ensure that the first and second print faces both receive an appropriate 
amount of pressure to make a clear impression. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 7 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

a. Regarding claim 7, the prior art of record does not teach or render obvious a 
stamp having all of the structure and functionality as claimed, including wherein the 
holding member is set apart from the damper member by a gap, and the face of the 
damper member on an opposite side of a flange of the main body case makes contact 
with an end of the frame member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought 
to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
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not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 1, 3, 4, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hiraga et al., US 4,970,952 A (hereinafter Hiraga) in view of Bengtsson, US 
4,858,526 A (hereinafter Bengtsson). 
a. Regarding claim 1 : 

Hiraga teaches a stamp comprising: a first print body (10-13, Fig. 1) which is 
fixed to a main body case (1, Fig. 1) and has a first print face (see unlabeled print faces 
on 10-13, Fig. 1) for forming a print image; a second body (25, Fig. 1) which has an 
exposure hole through which the first print face is exposed ( 25b, Fig. 2) and a second 
face for forming the print image with the first print face exposed through the exposure 
hole; and a restricting member which holds the second print body and restricts a 
distance in which the second print face is compressed when the main body case is 
pressed down at the time of making stamp (unlabeled cylindrical housing holding face 
25 appears to limit the amount that face 25 can be compressed, Figs. 1 and 2); a 
holding member which holds the second print body from an opposite side of the second 
print face (see upper portion of unlabeled frame member surrounding item 25, Figs. 1, 
2); a frame member which nips the second print body with the holding member such 
that the second print face is exposed (see lower portion of unlabeled frame member 
surrounding item 25, Figs. 1, 2); and a damper member which makes contact with the 
main body case and the frame member, wherein the restricting member is constituted of 
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the frame member and the damper member and when stamping is made, the damper 
member is compressed so that the frame member is pressed down (damper member 
25a, Fig. 2; main body 1 pushes down on spring, causing platen 25 and printing faces 
10-13 to be co-planar and printing faces 10-13 to create an impression); the damping 
member has great flexibility in a stamping force direction (damper 25a must compress a 
large distance to allow frame 1 to touch the unlabeled frame holding platen 25). 

Hiraga does not teach wherein the second body has a second print face; and 
wherein when the damper member is compressed the exposed second print face is 
compressed until the frame member comes into contact with a stamping object medium. 
As Hiraga does not teach a second print face, Hiraga is silent as to the relative flexibility 
of the damper member and second print face. 

Bengtsson teaches a self-inking printing block for forming a print image on a 
stamping object (3, Fig. 6); a second print face for forming a print image on said 
stamping object by synthesizing with the print image of said first print face (20, Fig. 3); 
and wherein said first print face and said second print face are matched with each other 
at the time of stamping (both faces stamp an image on the substrate, col. 2, II. 44-48). 
The first print face is advantageous for printing the name of a company or the 
designation of a place (col. 2, II. 45-46), and the second for printing a date (col. 2, I. 48). 
Bengtsson also teaches that applied pressure can have an effect on the clarity of 
printed matter (col. 4, II. 24-26). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Hiraga to replace the second body with a print face 
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for forming a print image together with the first print face, as taught by Bengtsson, 
because one having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that this combination would 
predictably allow the device of Hiraga to print additional information, such as the name 
of a company or the designation of a place. This combination would also result in 
placement of a compressible member in place of the platen 25 of Hiraga, which would 
allow the unlabeled frame member of Hiraga that surrounds the platen to contact the 
stamping object medium when pressure is applied to the main body case. This 
combination would also result in the damper member having greater flexibility than the 
second print face, as discussed in the response to arguments above. 

b. Regarding claim 3, the combination of Hiraga and Bengtsson teaches the stamp 
according to claim 1 , as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. The combination of 
Hiraga and Bengtsson also teaches wherein the first print face is disposed at a position 
receding from the second print face in an opposite direction of the stamping direction 
when no stamping is made, and the damper member is compressed so that the first 
print face and the second print face become flush with each other when the main body 
case is pressed down at the time of making stamp (Hiraga: damper 25a keeps the first 
printing face recessed in non-printing position, Figs. 1 and 2, but compressing damper 
25a allows first printing faces 10-13 to make a print on a substrate). 

c. Regarding claim 4, the combination of Hiraga and Bengtsson teaches the stamp 
according to claim 1, as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. The combination of 
Hiraga and Bengtsson also teaches an elastic member which makes contact with the 
main body case and the first print body, wherein the elastic member is compressed so 
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that the first print face and the second print face become flush with each other when the 
main body case is pressed down at the time of making stamp (Hiraga: spring 25a, Fig. 
1 , is an elastic member). 

d. Regarding claim 6, the combination of Hiraga and Bengtsson teaches the stamp 
according to claim 1, as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. The combination of 
Hiraga and Bengtsson also teaches wherein compression of the exposed second print 
face is restricted at a position where the frame member makes contact with the 
stamping object medium (it appears that because the frame member is rigid, the second 
print face cannot be further compressed once the frame member touches the stamping 
object medium) because the damper member keeps contact with only the main body 
case and the frame member (Hiraga: it appears that the spring 25a touches, or "keeps 
contact with," only the main body case and the frame member, Figs. 1, 2). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leo T. Hinze whose telephone number is 571 .272.2864. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571 .272.2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Leo T. Hinze 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2854 
21 October 2009 



/Judy Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



